
The fourth grade has been a busy place since our return from Christmas vacation! Everyone has worked hard on their 

Young Author projects and we are having a lot of fun reading them in class. We also are glad to welcome Miss Pehl, who is a student 

teacher from Rockford College, to Mrs. Wenzel³s class. Miss Pehl has been with us since we³ve returned from break and will continue 

to be here every day until May 11. Along with all of this excitement we also had three guest speakers come in 

the month of January. Mark Visel, Mrs. Visel³s son, gave us a very informative presentation on the grassland 

biome. He did an internship in South Dakota and is studying grasses of the prairie. We also had a presentation 

on ´Tar Warsµ to help us understand the many dangers of smoking. Finally, we celebrated Australia Day by having guest speaker 

Lila Miche share stories with us about growing up in Australia. She also brought a suitcase full of items native to her birthplace of 

Australia. It is always a lot of fun! We also celebrated the Chinese New Year on Monday January 23. 2012 is the year of the dragon. 

We would like to wish you a ´Gung Hae Fat Chowµ which means Happy Chinese New Year! 

In math we are working on dividing larger numbers with and without remainders. We are learning how to compare fractions and 

working with many different polygons. As always, we will be working on our multiples. Knowing your facts is important when it comes 

to multiplication- keep practicing at home! 

 

In science we have been learning about simple machines! Parents and students have all worked together to 

make their very own simple machine. These will be displayed February 3rd in the cafeteria for the grade school 

and families. They all look fantastic! You can tell there was a lot of hard work put into them. Hopefully, we 

will display these machines again on March 22nd at the Learning Expo. Next on the agenda for science is 

electricity! 

In social studies we are studying flags and learning about economics. We will be doing a project involving states that have been 

traveled to by students and family members.  

This month is very important to our language studies because we will begin writing answers to open ended questions 

using the extended response format. This will prepare students for the ISAT testing that will begin in March. 

If you are on the Valentine³s Committee, we will be meeting soon to plan our Valentine³s party scheduled for February 
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14. A list of student names will be sent home so that students can start making their valentines for each other. 

With the snow and cold upon us please be sure your child dresses appropriately for the conditions. Students need boots, snow 

pants, gloves, and a hat to play outside. 

  

 

 


